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Bev Dick 

Vice President, Rubicon Forest Protection Group 

admin@rubiconforest.org  

March 5, 2023 

 

 

The Hon Ingrid Stitt MLC 

Minister for Environment 

By email 

Dear Ms Stitt 

Unrestrained tree fern destruction breaches the RFA, the Code and the FFG Act 

It is now approaching two months since we wrote to you on the above matter (16/1), and 4½ months 
since we raised the matter with your predecessor Ms D’Ambrosio.  Such a long delay in responding to 
such a critical issue involving the loss of both biodiversity and ecological resilience is disappointing. 

In preparing your response, I draw your attention to a document prepared in 2000 by the former 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment that dealt with the consequence of loss of 
treeferns from our forests.  The document to which I refer is the Draft Victorian Tree Fern 
Management Plan – Background Paper 2001-2006.   It was removed, long ago I believe, from your 
Department’s website but is still available in the State Library. 

Section 3 on p.3 of the document, Tree-Ferns as a Keystone Species (attached), highlights the variety 
of ecological features that make treeferns so ecologically critical, many of which I identified in my 
letters to you and Ms D’Ambrosio. 

Below are other key extracts from the Report: 
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

These observations should have sounded the alarm 23 years ago – how much more alarming they are 
now with logging having decimated another 31,000 ha of the Central Highlands, much of it once 
treefern-rich. 

Minister, we urge you to respect the evidence we have presented, and the evidence of your own 
experts, and adopt our recommendations as a matter of urgency.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Bev Dick, 

Vice President, Rubicon Forest Protection Group 

 

(ATT: Page 3 of Background Paper) 
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